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ABSTRACT 

This paper looks at the birth and decline of the Pashtunistan movement in Pakistan. The core argument of the 

paper is that the movement lost its appeal among the masses due to the convulsion of three factors: rise of pashtun elites 

in Pakistan’s central administration, huge Influx of the Afghan refugees and their support by Pakistani government, and 

the subsequent rise of national parties’ influence in N.W.F.P. and the corresponding decline in the NDP base. 
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